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Imagine children and families
seeking refuge as they flee for their
lives from conflict and war, cyclones,
incessant rains, flooding and political
instability. Displaced, hungry, homeless
and vulnerable – what if that were you?
How would you respond?
We encourage you to participate in the
activities featured, to help you understand the
challenges faced by more than 70.8 million
forcibly displaced people worldwide.

Over one week, spend 30 minutes collecting television, newspaper, social media
or radio news items which mention Syria or Syrian refugees. Spend an additional
30 minutes surveying 10 people from varying backgrounds about their attitudes
towards the conflict in Syria and Syrian refugees.

Bring the information you have collected to class for discussion.
How is Syria portrayed in the media?
Do you think the portrayal is accurate?
	What is the general attitude of Australians towards Syrian refugees?
Are there large difference in opinion, if so why?
	Has your attitude to refugees, from Syria or elsewhere, changed since learning
more about the causes of the refugee crisis?
Once completed, share each answer with your class and see if there are any
common answers.
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People:

Write a 350-word essay addressing one of the following
potential solutions to the current situation:

	The refugees from Myanmar
should be permanently settled
in Bangladesh.
	The refugees from Myanmar should
be allowed to return home and live
safely as recognised citizens.
	The refugees from Myanmar should
be resettled in other countries
around the world.

Provide an argument to convince the reader of your choice.

Flip the page or use
another piece of paper.

Research the history of the Rohingya people in Myanmar.

e
h
t
e
r
a
o
h
W
?
e
l
p
o
e
P
a
y
g
Rohin

In your workbook create a timeline
documenting key points in their
history, including their arrival in the
region, changes to their citizenship
status, clashes with other groups
and mass movements.

In a group of four create a five-minute PowerPoint presentation about the current crisis
in South Sudan. If you lived there, how might it affect your daily life?

include:
	Impacts to education and the
ability to go to school
	Impacts to home life, family
and friends
Impacts on health and wellbeing

Once presented, go around the room and discuss how you would manage each of these and what kind
of impact famine, major climate change or civil war may have on your life.

The class should split into four groups. Each group will be assigned either a negative or
affirmative position on one of the topics below:

topics
Uganda should change its open-door policy for refugees
Democracy is the best form of government

You will have 30 minutes to investigate and pull together your
argument. Then the class will come back together and each group
will debate their topic.

During the debate students may be cross examined by their
opponents, the teacher and/or observing class members.
These observers will then act as judge to decide which
side has won the debate.
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Did you know that, according to UNHCR, 85% of refugees are hosted
in developing countries?
That means that countries already struggling economically are taking the
majority of the responsibility associated with sheltering refugees.
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Find out who your local Federal Member of Parliament is and send them a handwritten, personal message asking them to increase Australian Aid in support of
refugees. In your message, explain why supporting refugees and displaced people
is important to you.

Tip
You could even ask them to come to your school to talk with you and your
classmates about Australian Aid and the importance of supporting refugees
around the world!

